
















June 27, 1922 - February 8, 2014 
Benton Young Burton, Jr., or, 
"Burt," passed away at Mesa 
Manor in Grand Junction, 
Colorado, on Saturday, February 
8,  2014.

He will fondly be remembered as 
a true gentleman that loved life. 
He was humble, kind, considerate, 
strong, loving, and patriotic.

He was born in Maud, Oklahoma, 
on June 27, 1922, to parents, 
Benton Young Burton, Sr., and 
DeLilah Ogee-Burton.

Prior to joining the military, 
Benton was a funeral director and 
embalmer. He served in the United 
States Air Force; his military 
service began in 1942. He served 
during four wars: WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam, and the toughest one…
the Cold War. He retired from the 
USAF as an E-9, in 1975, after 30 
plus years of honorable service to 
our country.

He was a proud member of the 
Potawatomi Indian Nation. In 
2005, he was honored by the 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation for 
his career of military service. 
His military memoires are being 
preserved in the Potawatomi 
Cultural Heritage Center in 
Shawnee, Oklahoma.

In 1998, Burt married Shirley 
Cunningham. They began the 
second chapter of their lives in 
Battlement Mesa before moving 
to Grand Junction in 2001.

In addition to his wife, their 
children survive him, Nancy 
Pinkston (Apple Valley, 
California); DeeAnne Black 
(Palmdale, California); Sue Stitt 
and Beth Price (Grand Junction, 
Colorado), and Jeff Cunningham, 
(Glenwood Springs, Colorado). 
He also leaves 15 grandchildren 
and 19 great-grandchildren.

He was formerly married, with 
three children, to Willie Mae 
Green, who preceded him in 
death. His daughter, Sharon 
Shelton of Maud, Oklahoma, also 
preceded him.

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the Colorado Grand 
Valley Combined Honor Guard.

A service will be held, beginning 
at 10:00 a.m., this Thursday, 
February 13, 2014, at the Veteran's 
Memorial Cemetery of Western 
Colorado in Grand Junction.

Bernard F. Schroepfer, 89, of 
Overland Park, Kansas, passed 
away peacefully on Saturday, 
January 18, 2014. 

Bernard was born on June 19, 
1924 in Topeka, Kansas and 
resided there until entering 
college after War World II. 

He attended Hayden High School 
and Rockhurst College briefly 
before graduating from Washburn 
University in 1948. 

Bernard spent 3 years in World 
War II in the Army's eighth 
Armored Division in Europe and 
participated in The Battle of the 
Bulge. 

Upon return from the war, 
Bernard married his loving wife 
of 43 years, Dolores, and had four 
children and a great family life 
which meant the world to him. 

Bernard began his long career 
in retailing by joining Western 
Auto Supply Company in 1948 
and served as its National 
Merchandising Manager in the 
Kansas City corporate office. He 
retired from Western Auto after 31 
years and then worked for Newco 
Manufacturing in Martin City, 
Missouri as an office manager for 
7 years, retiring in 1985. 

Bernard was a member of the 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 
Overland Park, the Spirit Movers 
Club and the American Legion 
Post #370. 

Bernard was preceded in death 
by his parents, Frank and Lucille 
Schroepfer, his wife Dolores, 
son Scott, son-in-law Fred 
Plassmeyer, and granddaughter 
Michelle Plassmeyer. 

Bernard is survived by his wife of 
20 years, Rose Mary Schroepfer 
of Overland Park who cared 
for him devotedly and with 
great love; his daughter, Paula 
Plassmeyer of Overland Park, 
son Clay Schroepfer of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and daughter Jan 
(Josh) Oden of Coppell, Texas; his 
grandchildren Alex Plassmeyer, 
Mary Ann (Squire) Lawrence, 
Claire Schroepfer, Joshua Oden 
and Natalie Oden; and his sister-
in-law Carrie De Marco. 

Bernard was a kind and gentle 
man and loved by all who knew 
him. 

Mass of Christian Burial was at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 
25, 2014 at Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church, 11300 W. 103rd St., 
Overland Park, Kansas 66214. 
Visitation was at 9:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 
25, 2014 at the church. Burial 
followed at the Resurrection 
Cemetery 8321 Quivira Rd, 
Lenexa, Kansas 66215. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests memorial gifts to 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church, or 
Heartland Hospice, 4601 College 
Blvd, Leawood, Kansas 66211. 

The family would like to express 
their appreciation to all the Care 
Givers at Heartland Hospice 
and Sunrise Assisted Living 
both of Leawood, Kansas. Fond 
memories and condolences 
for the family may be left at 
www.johnsoncountychapel .
com Arrangements by D.W. 
Newcomer's Sons Johnson 
County Chapel, 11200 Metcalf 
Ave, Overland Park, KS 66210. 
(913) 451-1860

Donna was born July 17, 1935 in 
Oklahoma City, OK. She married 
James M. Welch on December 26, 
1956. She attended St. Francis 
Grade School, Hogan High 
School and The College of St. 
Theresa. Donna lived in Crystal 
Lake, IL for 22 years where 
she worked at Pioneer Center 
Workshop as the director of client 
programs. After moving back to 
Kansas City in 1998 she went to 
work for her brother at Spivey's 
Rare Book Store. She was 
passionate about many things- 
sewing, photography, cooking, 
entertaining, friends and family. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents Donald and Gertrude 
Spivey and her brother David 
Spivey. Donna is survived by 
her husband of 57 years, James 
M. Welch, Jr.; her children 
Lorrie Haller (Kevin), Letty 
Storm (Chris), Louise Steinbach 
(Michael) and Larry Welch 
(Angela); ten grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. 

Mt Moriah & Freeman Funeral 
Home. 10507 Holmes Rd., Kansas 
City, MO 64131. (816) 942-2004 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Kansas City Hospice 
House, 9221 Ward Parkway, Ste. 
100, Kansas City, MO 64114.

Kimberly, 48 shown above with 
her father Lee Holeman of San 
Benito, Texas, lost her fight with 
cancer January 20, 2014. She was 
her father’s “Babel”. She leaves 
behind her partner of 17 years, 
Steve Davis of Norcross, Ga.

Born in Houston, Texas, she 
leaves two sons, Jason Villarreal 
of Houston and Benjamin Dacke 
of Coral Lighthouse Point, Fla. 
She, the baby of the family, 
leaves a brother, Rick Holeman of 
Austin and a sister, Melody Olson 
of Pasadena, Texas. 

She will be missed terribly by 
her family and all who knew and 
loved her, but will live in our 
hearts forever. May she rest in 
peace, without pain and suffering 
under the care of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Respond to: 

theholemams@aol.com.

Monzita Poynter, 68, of 
Owensboro entered Heaven on 
Friday, January 14, 2014, at 
Fordsville Nursing & Rehab. 

She was born January 5, 1946 in 
Ada, OK. to Roy and Ruby Ray. 
Her life was spent in loving, 

caring, and helping others. She 
never met a stranger and always 
had a comforting smile and words 
of encouragement for everyone. 
Monzita was proud of her Indian 
heritage, being a member of 
the Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
tribe in Oklahoma. She brought 
happiness and laughter to 
everyone’s life. Those who knew 
her never forgot the difference she 
made in their lives. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, and a brother, Roy Jimmy 
Ray. Survivors are her husband 
of 50 years, Jerry Poynter, a son 
Ben (Kristie) Poynter, a daughter 
Jennifer (Ben) Hamlet, four 
grandchildren: John Poynter, 
Jay Poynter, Rebecca Hamlet, 
and Wesley Hamlet, as well as a 
step-grandson, Devin Ellifritz. 
She is also survived by nieces 
and nephew: Karena Ray Buskill, 
Kathy Ray, and Roy James Ray. 

Services were held at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday at James H. Davis Funeral 
Home with the Reverand Ben 
“Hammer” Hamlet officiating. 
Burial followed in the Karns 
Grove Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Expressions of sympathy may 
take the form of donations to 
Karns Grove Baptist Church 
Building Fund, 6371 Karns Grove 
Road, Philpot, Ky. 42376.

 Graveside services for Phyllis 
Ann Crumb were on Wednesday, 
January 22, 2014 2:00 P.M. at 
Fairview Cemetery near Maud, 
Oklahoma with Rev. Robert 
Peterson officiating.  

Visitation was on Tuesday 
evening from 6-8 P.M. at the 
funeral home. 

Phyllis was born February 13, 
1943 at Konawa, Oklahoma 
to Elva Swarb and Della Mae 
Helsel. She passed from this life 
on January 17, 2014 in Ardmore, 
OK at the age of 70.

Phyllis enjoyed cooking for her 
family, sewing, gardening or just 
being outside watching the birds. 
She was very proud of her Native 
American heritage and being a 
registered member of the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation. She was 
the first to offer a helping hand 
no matter what and she loved 
the many stray pets she adopted 
throughout the years. She had 
a laugh all her own and always 
found joy in the littlest things in 
life. The one thing that always 
made her smile and laugh the 
most was spending time with her 
grandchildren. 

Phyllis was preceded in death by 
her parents; and brother Thurman 
Swarb. She is survived by her 
children Carey Howard Campbell 
of Ardmore, Perry Leslie 
Campbell of Ardmore, Gary Lee 
Campbell II of Davis, Elva Richard 
Campbell of Davis, Brandy Ann 
Taliaferro of Davis and Terri 
Jean Hamilton and husband Rafe 
of Ardmore; sister Norma Jean 
Swarb; grandchildren Chris, 
Dylan, Shani, and Colt Campbell, 
Taylor and Toby Taliaferro; and 
one great grandchild Miley Ross 
Campbell. Pallbearers will be the 

grandchildren.

Theresa D'Ann Layson, 58 years 

6 months 29 days, of Crowder, 
Oklahoma, died January 19, 2014 
at McAlester Regional Medical 
Center.

The family received visitors from 
6-8 pm, Wednesday, January 22, 
2014 at Bishop Funeral Service. 
Services were at 10 am, Thursday, 
January 23, 2014 at Grace Temple 
Pentecostal Church, Crowder, OK. 
Interment was at 3 pm, Thursday 
at Ochelata Cemetery, Ochelata, 
OK officiated by Rev. Chester 
Denny. Service arrangements are 
under the direction of Bishop 
Funeral Service.

Born June 20, 1955 in Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma to Bill McGuire and 
Sharon Grider. She grew up in 
Bartlesville and Ochelata, OK, 
graduating from Bartlesville High 
School.

She was married to David Layson 
on February 14, 1985 in Miami, 
Oklahoma. She has spent many 
years in Crowder, OK with her 
beloved husband and family.

Theresa loved to fish, ride horses, 
watch soap operas, and always 
looked forward to the evening 
phone calls she shared with her 
mom. She loved animals and was 
grieving the loss of her beloved 
dog, Chico.

She was a member of the Grace 
Temple Pentecostal Church in 
Crowder where she loved to sing 
and play the tambourine during 
services. Theresa also loved to 
cook and to help other people.

She is survived by: her husband, 
David Layson of Crowder, 
Oklahoma; Sons: Tracy Jester 
(Tabitha) of Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Justin Jester ( BJ) of Canadian, 
Oklahoma; Mother and step-
father Sharon and Nelson Hanks 
of Nowata, Oklahoma; Father, 
William "Bill" McGuire of 
Talala, Oklahoma; Siblings: 
Carla Reddout of Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma, William "Bull" 
McGuire (Lynn) of Nowata, 
Oklahoma, Harrell Wayne 
McGuire (Zella) of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, Krista Mitchell of 
Muskogee, Oklahoma; Sisters-in-
law: Dorothy Honn of Warsaw, 
Missouri, Carol Rickson of Los 
Banos, California; Brother-in-law, 
Kenneth Layson of Los Banos, 
California; Niece, Stephanie 
Clark of Mills Valley, California; 
Cousin, Sarah Beth Brewer of 
Chillicothe, Missouri. She is also 
survived by: seven grandchildren 
along with numerous nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

She was preceded in death by: her 
infant daughter, Kimberly Jester; 
her grandmother, Marjorie Grider; 
her aunt and uncle, Pauline and 
Walter Kulesza.

Active Pallbearers: Tyler Jester, 
Greg Hubbard, Donnie Scherman, 
Mark Scherman, Kyle Scherman, 
Allen McGuire

Memorials: In lieu of flowers, the 
family suggests donations to the 
Theresa Layson Memorial Fund 
c/o Arvest.
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burial assistance

  walking on...

If you have a loved one who has walked on, please update their information in Tribal Rolls. Also, you may be eligible for 
burial assistance. Please contact the Tribal Rolls Department at (800) 880-9880. 
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